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We’ve all had those “a-ha” moments, when a solution to a problem suddenly appears or a 
situation is seen in a new light.  
 
For family physician and health researcher Jennifer E. DeVoe, M.D., D.Phil., those moments 
have fueled investigations that expanded access to health insurance for millions of children 
through State and Federal legislation, including the Affordable Care Act. 
 
As a postdoctoral fellow funded by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), 
Dr. DeVoe led a study in 2004 to identify health insurance barriers among Oregon families. It 
revealed that children who were eligible for public insurance who had uninsured parents were 
14 times more likely to be uninsured than children with insured parents.   
 
“One of the a-ha moments we had was when we looked across the State and saw how many 
children were uninsured despite a number of programs being available to families,” recalled 
Dr. DeVoe, now a professor of family medicine at Oregon Health & Sciences University 
(OHSU), Portland. The widely published findings informed expansion of public health 
insurance programs for children, including Oregon’s “HealthyKids” program and later, the 
Federal reauthorization of the Children’s Health Insurance Program. 
 
Building on the strength of that evidence, Dr. DeVoe was awarded an AHRQ K08 Career 
Development Grant in 2006 to identify predictors of uninsurance among U.S. children and 
adolescents with parents who have health insurance. The study she led, published in the 
Journal of the American Medical Association in 2008, revealed the surprising discovery that more 
than 3 percent of uninsured U.S. children had at least one parent with health insurance. 
Children who were uninsured were more likely to be from low- and middle-income families, 
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while children whose parents were covered by public insurance were more likely to have 
coverage themselves. 
 
In addition to the high-profile publication in JAMA, the findings from Dr. DeVoe’s study 
received significant national attention, including a presentation at the National Press Club in 
Washington, D.C., that was featured in more than 370 radio and TV broadcasts.   
 
More significantly, perhaps, her research provided the evidence that created expanded 
coverage opportunities for children under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Under the Act, 
States are required to better align their coverage by expanding Medicaid eligibility to all 
eligible individuals under age 65, including children, with incomes up to 133 percent of the 
Federal poverty level.  
 
Growing up in Montana, Dr. DeVoe saw the value of physicians who were trained in a broad 
spectrum of practice. And her primary care training led her to recognize the role of science in 
providing evidence and using it “in everyday practice to improve patient and population 
health.” 
 
Sparked by an a-ha moment more than a decade ago, Dr. DeVoe’s research on access to 
insurance coverage will have a lasting impact on the health and well-being of children and 
families. “The work we’ve done has contributed to the evidence to expand insurance and to 
really develop policies to help all people in the United States,” she said. Dr. DeVoe’s AHRQ 
training awards have led to her receiving several additional Federal grants to study health 
policy experiments and improve access to health care and health insurance for vulnerable 
Americans. 

 
For more information on Dr. DeVoe’s work at OHSU, please visit 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F12xR0w2U7w&index=14&list=PL30E887AC03E2424C.   
 
 
Consistent with its mission, AHRQ provides a broad range of extramural research grants and 
contracts, research training, conference grants, and intramural research activities. AHRQ is 
committed to fostering the next generation of health services researchers who can focus on 
some of the most important challenges facing our Nation's health care system.  
 
To learn more about AHRQ’s Research Education and Training Programs, please visit 
http://www.ahrq.gov/training. 
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